, under the assumption that the spectral radius of A is less than 1. For recent and related investigations, the readers may consult Ortega (1973) , Cheng (1995, 1996) and others. We remark that in case n 2, our equation can be used to model the population growth of two species that are under delayed migration and interaction, see, e.g. Sandefur (1990, Chapter 7).
There are many concepts of stability for discrete time dynamical systems. Here we will adopt a specific one described as follows. First, note that a solution of (1) 
Clearly, by uniqueness, Indeed, in view of (8) and (9) 
We may also show that M_< Ao.
In fact, if H is a linear operator on Cn, then the following estimate is true (see Gil', 1995, p. As a consequence, we see that if p(A, B; 7-)< 1, and (p + q)A0 < or (p + q)A1 < 1, where A0 and A1
are defined by (10) and (11) respectively, then the zero solution of (1) is absolutely/e-stable.
We now consider a specific example to illustrate our previous results. Let 7-= 1, A be the 2 2 identity matrix and B be the diffusion matrix with 
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